Dear editor,

We enjoyed reading the article "Innovative mental health initiatives in India: A scope for strengthening primary healthcare services."\[[@ref1]\] The authors did electronic search and reviewed relevant literature to give a reasonable idea about the efforts for improving mental health in the country.

It is mentioned in the study that PubMed, Google Scholar, and "other database" were searched for retrieving data, though the last category of data source was not specified further. It is important to know the types of data sources included in "other category" because the details of many mental health initiatives or programs running at the community level by the government and NGOs may not be obtained from electronic database mentioned in the study. They may be available on the website of health department of the government or local administration or agency funding the program.

In the category of "Tele mental health programs," the study discussed a tele-mentoring program based on NIMHANS ECHO model for Chhattisgarh.\[[@ref2]\] It is worth mentioning here that a similar model was also used in other states for training of primary care doctors (PCDs). Therefore, they can be included in the third category "Non-specialist mental health program." In 2016, Telepsychiatric On-Consultation Training (Tele-OCT) program was tried as a pilot project in Mandya district of Karnataka. Soon after this, One-Year Certificate Course of Primary Care Psychiatry Program (PCCP) was designed and started for PCDs of Uttarakhand.\[[@ref3]\] The success of the combined effort of NIMHANS, AIIMS Rishikesh, and National Health Mission (NHM) Uttarakhand was reflected in a symposium on "Primary Care Psychiatry" in 2018 conducted on theme "Training of Trainers and Primary Care Doctors" with participation of 10 PCDs serving in difficulty hilly terrain of hilly state.\[[@ref4]\]

We opine that the study could also have looked for innovative mental health training approaches for budding primary care physician in India. It is needless to mention that psychiatry training at the undergraduate level is an essential step toward improving mental health at primary care level.

Considering a variety of mental health programs discussed and different states covered in this study, it was an appreciable effort by the authors to explore a relatively unexplored but important aspect of primary healthcare services.
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